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Editorial. 
The question as to how instructi0n in cookery might be im-
parted to a small portion of the older scholars in the girls' 
·schools occupied the whole of an afternoon be/ore the London 
(Eng. ) School Board at its last meeting. The difficulty was to 
provide for this instruction without interfering with the religious 
instruction of the girls. No less than five different propositions 
were discussed, and three divisions taken, with the result of 
leaving the matter undecided, the whole matter being left with 
the School Management Committee for consideration and re-
port. So here is a case of conflict between religion and cook-
ery! 
It is said that the whipping-post worked well in Virginia; and 
tha Senate defends it by a decided majority. In Pender county, 
N. C., a colony of 900 negroes has adopted it voluntarily, to 
suppress thieving among themselves, and the jury of their own 
choice finds the ' guilty out every time. In Missouri and other 
states, the propriety of resorting to whipping is being considered 
as a means of punishing petty thieves and other scamps who 
fear no other pel).alty. The question recurs-why not stick to 
the use of the rod in schools, to punish the small offenses of chil-
dren? If it works well with older people, why not with younger? 
students against the faculty. It is always, however, concerning 
some trifling dissatisfaction in regard to college discipline, or 
some boyish folly; but w.hat is to 'be thought of a rebellion like 
that of the University of Kieff, in Southern Russia, when the po-
lice are called upon to close the University? when not even this 
ends the trouble; but the students meet outsiae the town and force 
their way into the University, the militia are called out, and eighty 
soldiers and students,are killed? It seems to be a very serious 
thing when a government is forced to make war upon students, 
and close its institutions of learning lest they should prove mere 
·hot-beds of discontent and revolutIOn. Pro]Jably this spirit will 
not be allayed until there is less tyranny and oppression exercised 
by the government and a more popular rule . established. 
John Blair Scribner, senior partner of the firm of Charles 
Scribner's Sons, book publishers of New York City, died at his 
residence Jan 20, at the age of twenty-six. H~ death was un-
. expected, though he had been suffering from pneumonia for sev-
eral days. Mr. Scribner was the oldest son of the late Charles 
Scribnflr, after whose death he became a partner in the new 
house of Scribner, Armstrong & Co. On the dissolution of this 
firm, after the death of Mr. Seymour, John Blair Scribner and 
his younge I brother, Charle~, organized for the establishment of 
a great publishing house under the firm name of Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, intending to associate with them the younger brother, . 
who is now attending Princeton College. Mr. Scribner was 
highly esteemed by the members 'of the book trade, who assem-
bled on the 22d of January and adopted res9lutions of respect 
and sympathy. 
Perhaps it may be interesting to teachers of geography classes, 
especially in lower grades, to call attention to the island Tristan 
d' Acunha, in the South Atlantic, tw.o thousand miles ftom 
the coast of SO'lth America, and ' sixteen hundred miles from 
the African coast. A guard was placed upon this island in 
1815, by the English Government, to guard more securely Na-
poleon Bonaparte in his imprisonment on the island of St. He-
lena.. After his death the troops were ordered off. One of their 
number, William Glass, and his wife, and two seamen from St. 
Helena, with their wives, obtained permission t'o remain. From 
these families a little colony has sprung up without any regular 
form of government. They have cattle, sheep, and poultry, and 
raise vegetables in abundance. The occasional ships that stop 
there afford them a market and from them they obtain money. 
clothing, and other necessaries of life in exchange for their pro-
ducts. 
A correspondent of The Sch()olmaster; London, Englanq, com-
plains that the annual codes of "My Lords" reduce teachers to 
the irQn bed system. - What is too short mqst be stretched out, 
and what is too long must be cut off, is the rule enforced; or in 
other words, if a chIld is four years old he must go with the four-
year-olds, and so on up, without reference to ability, or circum- . 
stances. A bright scholar cannot go ahead of his class. He 
says the result is that the bright scholars are dwarfed to the di-
mensions of the dull and common-place, and by and by he thinks 
the nation . will feel that there are less intelligent and skilled 
We often hear of trouble in American colleges of one kind or workmen than hitherto. While we ' have not' in America any 
another, and occasionally t ven .of the combined resistance of iron code, we have a system which is often as bad in its eil'ect 
, 
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llpon hildrcn. In some graded schools, especially the lowest 
IIr d • where hiltlren arc only learning to read, count, etc., the 
hriKht nes arc on UlOtly kept back for the dull ones, until, as a 
lillie boy id the other day, he could "read his book almost 
thr ugh wilh ut ny book." 
It would 
( til 
tOlal· o( aboul five hund red and sixty awards, 
;r t Brit in oln ined but eighl, while Canada secured nine-
I tn. Thi n turally m k the "Britishers" feel slightly "left,'" 
ntl the English joum Is are active in explaining the matter. It 
I n t omCi rt ble (or h a proud people lo be far from the 
n, ntl hcn, in thO , they are left to bring up the rear, 
Il I hu iii ting condition in which they find themselves. 
THE EW PRE I ENCY IN FRANCE. 
Tn " ri I d through in France during the past week in-di let! pI inly the progr of true republicanism among 
th' (,'ren h pe pie. It al shows to the world that the present 
rty In wer i one with sufficient strength to accomplish what-
v r It m y deem for the government. MacMahon, who is 
d:d h) M. Grevy as President of the republic, was 
rv tiv , h ving been ele ted without an y effort or desire 
no hi rt t be h n for th:ll office. He was the choice of 
t h pe pI, rtpTi nting m perfectly their sentiment at a 
time: when the III Ion o( a permanent (orm of goveTllment was 
IlCluJ( w rmly til I in the ational Assembly. He was a 
• Id ler, In ym thy with the commanders of the army, and 
oul I not on jentio Iy approve o( any such change in the or-
R nltnti n or the rmyas w • proposed by the more radicarRe-
fluhli n o( the h mbeB. Had he been Napoleon, he would 
h, ve c cr i the right and power vested in him of adjourn-
Ing the h m~ (or one month, or would have appealed at once 
I the pe Ie. He nol amenable to the Chambers, but to 
th I pic. He could be removed or impeached only in 
e f high tre n. By the consti tution he had the disposal of 
th rmy, and the ppointment of its officers. But he chose not 
t In r the agitation, and when he saw that the majority of the 
'h ml' in i. ttd on exp iog a wish conlrary to his known 
wi h fin emlng Ih' army, he resigned his office, that a President 
Ight be h Il who QuId act in harmony with the majority. 
'fhl II n i in keeping with hi previous record, It is not so . 
o( tatesman or poltician as of a truly loyal 
t.ilil.en. I n I lo-d y just where he has ever stood, while 
Iht'm j rlty In the Sen. te and Chambers has - changed, When 
M M hon welt ted Pr ident in 1873, and subsequently in 
the rl I. of I Xn, therl a Conservative majority in the Sen-
tt', who t with the President against the Republican major-
Iy in the Ch rnher . w the Senate is also Republican, and 
the Prl!Sident must stand alone or yield gr,acefully to the ma-
jority. 
In the Presidency of M. Grevy, it is not improbable that two 
strong parties will be developed-Radicals and Conservatives-
both Republicans. If his election is for seven years, as the dis-
patches from France announce, then it may be assumed that the 
Republicans in the Chambers are not confident of maintaining 
their majority until I880, when it was supposed another election 
for President would occurr. The new President is about sixty-
six years of age, a thorough parliamentarian and statesman. He 
is a moderate Republican, and what will be the result of his 
elect4Jn to the Presidency depends very much upon the future 
course of the more radical Republicans. 
PROGRESS' OF THE -SPELLING REFORM. 
A STATE Board of Text-book Commissioners was created by the Wisconsin Legislature a year ago, to inquire into the 
question of text-books in that state, and also t9 report whether 
they regarded it-feasible and desirable to adopt in the schools of 
the state any of the proposed reforms in spelling. This com-
mission, composed of five intelligent men, in good standing edu-
cationally, and reputed sober and prudent in all things, have 
just made their report to the Legislature. It was written by Mr. 
George H. Paul, of Milwaukee, and is an able and comprehen-
sive treatise on the subject. .The report, though not recommend-
ing legislation to any extent, alleges it 'to be the power and duty 
ofthe state to promote economy and efficiency in public educa-
tion. It exhibits deficiencies in our existing orthography, re-
capitulates and commends, the efforts for reform which have been 
made- in this country_and in England, opposes compromises of 
principle on the ground of expediency in proposing systems of 
reform, and suggests the introduction of changes in orthography 
whenever scholars or legislative authorities shall concur, by ac-
ceptable amendments in dictionaries with alternat ive spellings, 
which may be introduced into public schools by legislative sanc-
tion. The report strongly endorses the refprm in the following 
langu?-ge: 
"The agitation of this qu··stion is not promoted at the present time under 
such a~pices as to beget any timidity on the part of those who possess :iny 
legitimate means of imparting p@sitive aid to the proposed reform. The 
weight of scholastic opinion is positively on the side of every wholesome 
effort in this direction; and organizations in this behalf, in this country and 
in England, at the present time, embrace scholars and statesmen of tbe bigh-
est personal attainments and public repute. In England, more than one hun-
dred school boar4s of the kingdom, including the school-board of the city of 
London, petitioned the Crown for the appointment of a commission to initiate 
measures of reform in this department. Similar commissions have been ap-
pointed by one cr more legislatures in the United States, and the movement 
is being actively supported by philologists of distinguished character in Amer-
ican and foreign universities and colleges; also by organi'zed hodies of citi-
zens and by ably conducted publications. During the past season, nearly four 
bundred residents of Wisconsin, officers and professors in our colleges and 
teachers in our public s .hools, have united with Profs. March, of Lafayette 
College, Goodwin, of Harvard, Trumbu'l, of Hartford, Whitney, of Yale, and 
Haldeman, of the University of Pennsylvania, in a memorial to Congress 
asking the appointment of a national commission, and representing .that the 
irregular spelling ofthe English language causesa loss of two years of school 
time of each child, and is a main cause of. the alarming illiteracy of our peo-
ple." 
It has been .the purpose of the leaders in this relorm to make 
haste slowly, to introduce and secure the adoption of certain 
least objectionable modific"ltions of our present spellings before 
any radical changes were undertaken or recommended, But 
opinion is beginning to change on this point, and many who 
l-
o 
e 
g 
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have been hitherto among the conservatives are now saying that 
the reform must be radical and thorough, even at the outset. 
The report of the commission above referred to makes the follow-
ing argument on this point: 
"It is not the duty of the commission to dev ise a new alphabet, or to pass 
judgment upon the-comparative merils of new alphabets already devised by 
olhers. We are decided in lhe opinion. how ever, thatil is essenliallo success 
lhal any reform un ' ertaken should be radical and complete. Public prejudice 
and immemorial usage are formidable hindrances to progress, but cannot be 
besl overcome by concessions of principle, or coaxed into submission by shal-
low and frivolous devices. The intrinsic merit of the proposed reform is its 
only argument and defense, and compromise implies liltle or nothing less than 
discouragement and surrender. In the nature of things, that form of a letter 
which posse"es the largest degree of simplicity and individuality is best adapted 
to its purpose, as a written or printed symbol of sound; and no concession 
which implies a sacrifice of clearness, distinctness, or such a reasonable degree 
of harmony as is consistent with convenient diversity in form, i; necessary, or 
should be tolerated." 
It may be said that the state is not the proper source of power 
in the introduction of any such change in language or literature, 
and that it is not possible either for the state or national legis-
lature to legislate such reforms into existence. It has been said 
that the memorial to Congress mentioned in the above quotation 
is an absurd attempt to have Congress do something which it has 
no power to do. But it must be borne in mind that the memo-
rial asks for no legislat ion on the subject; it simply asks that a 
commission be appointed to give attention to the representations 
of the memorialists. It is certainly reasonable and proper, if 
not necessary, in attempting to promote the reform, that it 
should have the countenance and encouragement of both state 
and national government. Publishers of books and newspapers 
cannot he expected to ri sk their money in the supply of a new 
style of literature until there is an evident demand for it, and the 
demand will never come until there is first a public sentiment in 
favor of it, sustained. and encouraged by some formal expression 
of the people through their chosen representatives. Until the 
question becomes important enough to receive the attention of 
legislatures, and until at least a countenancing of it by the na-
tional legislatu re is secured, it will be in vain to hope for any 
material progress in the reform. But when both state legislatures 
and the national Congress have expressed a readiness to yielcj to 
the movement as fast as reasonable provision is made for its pro-
gress-in the books and in the schools-then we may expect to 
see a rapid and thorough reform effected. 
THE DISC[PLINARY VALUE OF LATIN AND GREEK.* 
loom; at will the mental shuttles fly along their polished races 
of habit weaving a faultless texture of consecutive thought. The 
educated mind is not the cramm~d mind, but the trained mind, 
trained to exact observation, to intense and sustained attention, 
to ready and tenacious memory, to vivid imagination and quid" 
resthetic sensibility, to accurate judgment and profound reason-
ing. 
Rega,rding, then, mental discipline as the first and main, 
though not the only, measure of the educational value of studies, 
we will now apply this measure to the study of Latin and Greek. 
The claim is an unusual one, yet I make it confidently, that 
the study of the ancient languages cultivates th~ habit of ob-
servation. Students who are dull and inaccurate observers con-
tinually make mistakes in translation, though they may know 
perfectly all accidence and syntax. From the first lessons in 
Latin, where the pupil is compelled to observe the difference be-
tween rosa and rosat, or to observe and interpret every letter of 
some complex verb-form, as a1IlabalItltr, on to the time when, 
trained in reading at sight, his eye runs over a sentence, and ob-
serving at a glance a hundred minutire, marshalls at once, sub-
ject, predicate, objects, phrase and clause adjuncts, in their logi-
cal order, the study of Latin is a continuous development of 
habits of sharp, scrutin izing observation. And much more could 
be said in favor of Greek. 
But of at least equal importance with this outward observation 
is the observation of what is going on within the mind itself. 
How it is that the classics cultivate the faculty of reflective self-
consciousness and thus ¥repare for the study of metaphysics we 
will not here discuss, since the fact remains undisputed. Classi-
cal students make the, best metaphysical students. The stoutest 
champions of classical study are the great metaphysicians, 
as Porter, Mill, Hamilton, Cousin . In a letter written not long 
since, Prof. Cocker, of Michigan University, says, "If I were 
to arrange scientific studies in the order of their kinship to meta-
physics, I should say, 1st, Philology; 2d, Mathematics; 3d, 
Physics. Language as the product of thought is certainly the 
first and most valuable crystallization of mental activity." Let 
me remark just here that the cultivation of subjective as in con-
trast with objective observation has an increased importance at 
the present time. Without it, it is impossible to fully appre-
ciate 'contemporary literature. Without it, it will be difficult to 
resist the advance of materialistic thought. If the classics 
and metaphysics are banished from college -curricula and the 
sciences put in their places, if young men are taught to look 
outward, never inward, are taught to look for the splendid pbe-
Prof. W. H. NORTON, Cornell College, Ia. nomena of Inind in the mechanical motions in the grey pulr) of 
THERE is perhaps 110 more popular fallacy than that which the brain lobes, and for the beginnings of Conscience in the makes knowledge the end of education and the measure of facial expression of moneys, the fear is not unreasonable that be-
the ed ucational value of different branches of study. Our fore three generations have passed away the poet-ry of the Vic-
schools are quite generally regarded as elevators, under which torian Age will have become unintelligible, and what is of vastly 
students are run and fill ed with knowl edge by the bushel accord- greater mom ent, religion, with its spiritual and invisible realities, 
in g to capacity . . We will :lssume, however, the opposite position, will have become a mirage, beautiful but vanishing, lifted by the 
the old vantage ground for the defense of the classi cs, thal the refraction of memory above a forsaken past. 
end of education is not knowledge, but intellectual power, that It is generally thought that the 1ll'l11ory is a coarfe kind of 
our schools are not kn owledge elevators, but true gymnasia. faculty that can be ground down on almost any educational grind. 
This intellectual power, . the abi lity to do intellectual work, is ac- stone. This may be true of the child's spontaneous memory of 
quired by exercise and training. The educated mind i!i'!'ik~ t\'le', 'e;je a'Gd: e~~.· · b !:ef~~u~y ~S8{\t true of the man's rational mem-
trained hand of the musician as its facile fingers hover' oVer th~ . a~y '~;b~c~:b~lq; J;.ti'_l¥i~d.a ~m~lt ~~ude of details by means oj their 
white ivory, swift as sunshine on rippling water, a mind in all its ~~den!=e-a~ Pllr~.s.of a system-the memory which, like Chica-
movements promptly obedient to the personality. It is like a ~o.it the ~,r.1tit ~.her converging railroads, sits at (the center of 
"Read berore the Iowa State Teachers' Association, Dec. 27. 1878. lon~ J.i~~s . o..~ ~s§o_ci~ted ideas, ~lines traversing vast realms of 
.., " ..... , .. ".,..1 ., .. "" 
.. , ....... 'I ......... .. 
.. ~ .. .,,, ., "'" .... . 
" ~ 
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Iholl ht nd muent with their riches. This systematic memory 
IlcmnnrlA y tern Ii ulture, and the demand is fully met by 
1. llin . H re the Nludent doc'S not ram a chaos of incongruous, 
til onne tetl ~ t. He learns a v t number of facts, to be sure, 
hilt Ihey ar • I . ified, cOOrdinated, reduced to an almost per-
~ 1'1 Y lem. 
In the ontl pin e, the infle tion and principles of Latin 
Ir' not m rely once I rned, they are continually rualled. Ev-
ery Ie: n during the finn two terms recalls the acquisit ions of 
III pr -ding In . Every page in Cresar recalls about all the 
IOllhituriinou, details of syntax and etymology. T his training is 
flllld melllai. "The bl is o( mental discipline," says Dr. You-
III II , "i th I w th 1 cerebral elTects are strengthened and made 
I linK by r petition." onsider that an act of memory is a 
repetition r pr i lIS ptll eption, and you will at once see. that 
Ih on t nl repetition o( all previous acquisition, so indispensable 
in th ludy o( I lin, gives it a very hieh educational value. 
nd these re not "vain repeti tions." Thesludent recalls his 
I.' lin Jl mrligm , rule, llntl \oocabulary to use them. They are 
hi type . With them he rloes hi intellectual work His eye is 
n them II. Hi h nd, so to speak, i trained to use them dex-
troll Iv nd rrc: tly. the study of Latin becomes the pat-
Itrn of ment I work o( any kind-in science, in medicine, in law, 
- it tr lin to hold in mind a vast number of classified facts, con-
I ntly runllttl, (or constant lise. 
e Olp re other udi . The mathematical course has wide 
in it. Algebra but little of arithmetic, geometry uses 
o( arithmetic and algebra j history is a conglomerate ; 
the len e are column, tall and beautiful, but separate one 
from l\l,olher; chemi Iry doea not recall botany; astronomy 
tI not re 1I1oalogy. And even in asingle science, one topic 
Idtlm revi . anolheT. A boy may know li ttle about "light" 
nd yel g t on tolerably wc:1I in "electricity." But in Latin, 
dllring Ihe fir t year especiallv, the weight of every lesson must 
he upported bv the well laid courses of all preced ing lessons. 
It h I on uses the (acts, Ihe experience, the facility acquired 
(mm II the I n before it. 
only. Let me quote here from Stuart Mill: " -Even as mere 
languages, no modern European language is so valuable a disci-
pline to t~e intelle,ct as those of Greece and Rome on account of 
their regular and complicated structure. Consider for a moment 
what grammar is. It is the most eleme.ntary part .of logic. It is 
the beginning of the analysis of the thinking process. * * * 
The distinctions" of grammar "are distinctions in thought, not 
merely in' words. The languages which teach universal grammar 
best are , those which have'· the most definite rules, and which 
provide distinct forms for the greatest number of distinctions in 
thought. In these qualities, the classical languages have an in-
comparable superion'ty over every modern language." Had Dr. 
Holland ever read this testimony of F;ngland's great philosopher 
and reformer, when he wrote, last September, that "The disci-
plinary ,effect of the study of German and French, not to speak 
of the English, can hardly be less than that of Latin and Greek?" 
A word -in regard to teaching the logic of language through 
our own English. English has three disqualifications : I . The 
lack of agreement among her grammarians, and their dogmatic, 
unscientific methoq~. 2. The poverty ofthe language in inflec-
tional forms, which renders it necessary to teach universal gram-
mar through it by the hardest way, that is, subjectively, by mean-
ing instead of by form. 3. The fact that it is our vernacular. 
In spite of all the advantages tbat have recently been claimed 
for it on this score, the fact still remains, attested by the expe-
rience of generations, that the logic of grammar is best learned 
from a foreign tongue. As the best time to learn the meaning 
of an English word is when it comes to us for the 'first t ime, un-
known, -and not after we have used it often with (lnly a blurred 
conception of its mP.aning; so the best place to learn grammar 
is in a language which comes to us fresh and unknown, not in 
our own familiar mother tongue, which we use with 0111y a 
blurred conception of its grammatical struc.ture. 
(Concluded next week.) 
- WHAT IS OUR CIVILIZATION ? 
The v lue of Ihe IU y of language, and part icularly of the I ' 
d • . h NoT only do the world's great revolutions not go backward, but 110 social 
PROF. EDWARD J OHNSON, Lynn, Mass. 
lu y of I.lIlin, In training I e reasoning faculties, is very gener-
lIy dmined. Thil v. lue Kems to be the result of the close reform, however unimposing and peaceful, can suffer long reverses; 
History, in its broad views, is full of encouragement ~o the reformer. Evo· 
nnne ion between language and thought. For a language is lution is seen here, if nowhere else. The progress of society toward what· 
the nr hive of II. nallon'.lhought, of its intellectual history, "the ever is higher and better, is as much a canon of philosophy, as of the belief 
r gi ler of it abstracllon and generalizalions. " One cannot of the sanguine se.nior, who puts it in his first chapel oration. The best is 
m ler the lileralure fa greal people without mastering at the sure to win. Ultif1iat~/" to win we must say, for truth makes nO ,even, ail-
e lime Iheir ri hand aried concepts. T ranslation requires victorious marcb to success ; but its warfare is like other warfares, except in 
on I nt e erciK o( comparison, discriminalion, judgment, as its sure result. The sanguine senior, rather than the philosopher, is apt to 
mistake the rat;ona/~ of social evolution. He forgets that evolution comes 
10 the grammalicaJ use and meaning of words, apd is carried on often through revolution, that large and final progression is 1I0t incompatible 
by me n of logical processes reducible to formal syllogisms. with temporary retrogressions. He would make every day, by a definite in-
When boy I kea up his CICIar and translates the first sen tence, crement; greater tt an its yesterday ; while even centuries are sc'arcely long 
Gall/a til ("""il tlivilo in paries 'res, he really goes through a enough for this demonstration. We live, however, at an epoch illcontestibly 
logl I pr which may be (onnulated as follows: Maj or in advance of all the past; not in everY particular, but in the great aggregate . 
.. The best civilization.as yet," says Emerson," is only valuable as a ground p,.,mlu- Wh lever noun in this sentence is in the Nominative bl 
of hope." The teacher who instructs his class in history that the ptO em 
is the IUbjcct of the sentence; HiM' premist-The noun of hUlD&n rights was solved by the founders of our government, and that our 
Oal/;a II in the ominative cue. Conelusion-triumphal\t and birthright as Americans is absolute equality, utters what is common in our 
irreai Ible,-Therefore the noon Go/ua is the subject of the sen- schools, but which, nevertheless, is pure cant. The wisest is yet only half in-
tence, The modem languages of course can, for the most part, structed In regard to rights. Posterity will certainly be as much amazed at 
be tran I ted by mean. o( thei~~Tt.J'le4 tOo'he-.~rq~c!tIt · OUI' ~l'C'9~ess, as we are at the undeveloped ideas of ~~ Puritans. The 
and Idiom of the EngJi h. &i.'t lAo •• i,t.: .iv!ttdti • .b~~c:t1stomcid _ ~~"'~n~d and civililUd, in Ilur stereotyped descnption of races, are titisno~erS. No enlightened race, nation, state, city, town, or village has 
arrangement, ita idlo that have to be melted "o~ and .e~ast ever yet existed. Civilized possibly some have been, though few. There. are 
in other mold, ita long and tortuous, invo~.¥.!O~ro-veiCt;.<i not three nobler states in this country, nor in the world, than Vermont, Mich· 
Knte ea, can be translated by means of tl)e rq.'IOQin,i.ffCLJlties igan and Iowa. But they will not bear any crucial test. 
. .. ... ,:. . t .. ~ ( 
... ' ...... '.' ,.. .. . 
.. .............. .. , .. 
.. .. .. " .......... .. 
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As to our city populations, wbat beller tban balf·civilized can be used to 
designate tbem:? Our best civilization can only be traced over smaller areas than 
states or towns. A very intelligent man, tbe otber day, looking on the crowd 
that fills tbe streets of Boston, was asked how he thought tbe p:>pulace of 
ancient Athens would cOmpare with that of this best specimen of a modern 
city. He gave bis verdict for Athens as to intelligence, and, I thi;'k, he 
meant to include virtue. This same man, however, would not deny that this 
age is far in advance of that of Pericles, notwithstanding his starthng com· 
parison of the two cities. 
Individual men and women, educated, refined, purified and enobled hy 
religion, gloriously enlightened, distrihuted everywhere, bless our age as no 
age was ever blessed before, and we may speak of enlightened families, of 
enlightened society, of churches that bear the ripe fruits of enlightenment. The 
problem of civilization is not so much to bring mankind to a state ot culture 
not yet conceived of, as to elevate the social average to the level of the best 
we now hlve. May we not say that true enlightenment has always existed in 
individual souls? The progress of society depends on the multiplication of 
its best elements. And these are still scattered among the mass. No sifting 
process has yet been tound, though Locke and many others have tried it. En· 
lightened teachers instruct pupils not one·fourth of wbom they can hope even 
to civilize, and I have heard of a semi.savage at· the master's desk dimming 
the luster of intellects centuries in advance of his own. But it is presumable 
that good scbools are always force-centers in tbe interest · of buman advance· 
ment. But what force·centers are still active everywhere in tbe interest of 
barbarism! We need not blame barbarism itself. Asiatic, Celtic, Teutonic, 
Jesuitic, or Mormon, all so aggressive on our borders. Tbey cannot barm if 
we are stro : g in ourselves. Our foes are of our own housebold. The cards 
tbat bind us to the dead past are of pure saxon fibre. Witness tbe political 
ascendencyof rum everywhere. How belpless all our virtue . and valor in 
this terrible presence! How puerile our laws to curb, so long as most men 
love nothing tha,t is good balf so well. How feeble we are to protect tbe 
sanctity of our bomes against the inroads of a debasing literature! Antbony 
. Comstock is tbe most unpopular man among us, and be is grappling witb our 
meanest crime, .and few are doing so much good. 
Wbere is the community civilized . up to the level of .any one great moral 
question, ciVilized up to the requirement of subduing and keeping in subjec. 
tion any of the monster pests of society? How weak tbe public arm against 
all resolute immorality! Rum, lust, gluttony, tobacco, larcency, peculation, 
extortion, all thrive among us; bask and fatten and devour in the broad v:ew 
of our Christian homes. 
Test our civtlization with Ihe reasonable claims of religion. Are we are· 
ligi~us people, reverent, thoughtful, worshipful, or any of these? As a peo-
ple, 'are we not the opposite? The propriety of applying these epithets to 
thefraction of our people who are called church·goers is extremely question. 
ahle. Give our best cODlmunities any fair educational test. Reading and 
writing have here vaunted much, hut they alone are of small value. Much 
of our unconcealed reading is stultifying, if not debasing. The picture signs 
of the savage mark as higb a culture as the immense majority of our free 
electors can hoast. Our meagre educational tests for suffrage give notbing 
encouraging to the social scientist. " The alarming illitel acy of our people" 
is an expression I have just seen in the Tournai of Education.' It is severe, 
but just, and when we realize how just such a judgment is, patriotis n, if 
nothing higher, sbould stimulate us as teachers, to harder and beter work. 
Take us as a people, we are neither decently educated nor well informed. 
Tnrn to another view. Witness the late elections a . the South. Those en· 
lightened commonwealths not only regretful at the last barbarism of slavery, 
but with an appalling unanimity stufhng ballot bQxes, and subverting every 
safeguard that our good school· masters have taugbt us to value! How slowly, 
thougb surely, has the mind of men been making its way. to a just definition 
of the word liberty! Rights.! What a word of feebleness and of potency! 
An Americal\ism, forsooth, in its technical handling among us! H G,w jeal-
OilS we are of our peculiar property in it! How we pity other people when 
they talk of rights! How we rig It with adjectives and bandy It about, as a 
child plays wilh her doll! V",, dear brother Jonathan, how little you know 
of liberty and of human rights, after aU! What a multiform and wide· 
spread disregard of the fundamental pril)ciples of justice still mars the luster 
of this bright country! How · observable' this, even in communities where 
civilization is at its best! How 'everi our laws, the fruits of statesmanship 
and legal learning, tbat have been ripening for centuries, still invade our lib· 
erty ! How often the state strikes most tyrannically wbere it professes to pro· 
tecto Hclw crude, unequal, and oppressive is almost every system of taxa-
" 
tion yet devised! In Massachusetts a large . portion of the property of the 
we~lthy escapes every species of assessment, while the homesteads of the 
poor, incapable of being sequestered, are directly or indirectly overburdened 
with taxation. The double and treble tax on mortgaged property is even 
defended by some of the best statesman our feebl. enlightened times can 
produce. Mr. Brooks Adams' recent articles ~n the Atlantic Monthly are 
wortby the attention of those 'who think legislation has much improved since 
the times of Justinian. 
Woman's Rights! This reform has an immense advantage. The selfish 
interests of one·half the members of society are in its favor. Women will 
not wait for men to be convinced. They will take what indisputably belongs 
to them, all the powers of citizen;hip, and all other powers coel<tensive with 
what man bolds. Eight years ago one of our leading eastern cities put six. 
women on its school committee. This movement was proclaimed over the 
land with great admiration. Woman henc"forth was to have her rightful 
influence in the educational interests of that important municipality. Behold 
that city to.day ! In the hands of a rabble, though rather a respectable one, 
who have been gaining power ever since the hard times began. The last 
woman says her farewell as a member of the school·board, at tbe expiration 
of this year. But tbis reform in behalf of women cannot fail. Millions of 
intelligent minds have every reason to maintain it. Would that we could be 
a; bopeful for temperance and constitutional government, and a pure litera· 
ture and social virtue! But tbese are destined to as sure, tbougb a later, 
riumpb. 
A STORY OF SCIENCE. 
A philosopher sat in his easy chair, 
Looking as grave as Milton; 
He wore a solemn, mysterious air, 
As he Canada Balsam spilt on 
A strip of glass, as a slide, to prepare 
For a mite taken ou't of bis Stilton . 
He took bis microscope out of its case, 
And settled the focus rightly: 
The ligbt, thrown back from the mirror's face, 
Came glimmering upward brightly ; 
He put tbe slide with tbe mite in place, 
And fixed on the cove~ tightly. 
He turned the lDstrument up and down, 
Till, getting a proper sight, he 
Exclaimed,-as he gazed witb a puzzled frown,-
"Good gracious!" and "Highty·tighty ! 
The sight is enough to alarm the town, 
A mite is a monster mighty !" 
From t'other end of the tube, the mite 
Regarded our scientific; 
To his naked eye, as you'll guess, the sight 
Of a mau, was ~ost terr.fic ; 
But reversing the microscope made him quite 
The opposite of magnifico 
"One sees the truth through this tube so tall," 
Said tbe mite as he squinted through it; 
"Man is not so wondrously big after all, 
If the mite· world only knew it !" 
MORAL. 
Menz.-Whether a thing is large or small 
Depend, on the way you view it! 
-Lo"don FUll . 
"What ~~er is it you keep' on saying, "To MEMORY DEAR."-Aunt. 
Maud? Naughty girl what?" 
Maud. "Oh, I'm saying over som.e .of the Capel'. Don't you know the,;, 
aunt? Naughty girl , finished ber, you sba'n't, have ·her. Thats bow we are 
taugbt to learn them. [Maud "'tant Ortegal, Fillisterre, Ushant, Havre. 
-'-When a new b?y appears at a school, tbe otber boys don't say 
to him at all, unless its to inquire: "Say, you, what's yer name?" 
yer daddy?" "Where d'ye live?" "What reader-are yer in?" 
Sunday clothes ?" 
anything 
"Wbo's 
"Is them 
--- -----------
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Pr ctical Department. 
I PULSOR V EDUCATION LAWS. 
111 /41 lUll", II/ lA, W"II,.' 
PI " t I I Ill. "J h tbe: column o ( the WEltKI . Y what states have enacted 
(l l11f' lIl my _<:hool I ... lind 10 what exle'". The question is one of i nterest, 
11.1 I t In c mf n)' with olhcT teachCft, would like to obtain authentic in(orma-
I In ,nlhe uhjeet. N. E . 
SliT 111'1. II., J n : 21, 1879. 
fnr 'II h. vc in formation on the above question, seven 
((H ' now h ve (1 ompulsoly law whieh is more or less effectual. 
Th· . nrc . liforni", Mi higan, Nevada, M~chusetts, New 
ork, nnd cw Jersey. Supt. Wickersham, of 
l'cnn ylv ni ,h ju. t proposed a bill which, ifpassed by the Leg-
i lawr' will, . . ure e mplllsory attendance at school in that stare. 
Th ' In'll in I i higan h not been enforced except in ODe in -
KI fit ' . Th rc 1y I.k: othcr states which have sur. h a law on their 
HI 1111' , bUI We h 'Ie no Ineall of learning. In most cases the. 
IIIV is " dead lelll:r he aUII(; of its imperfect construction. In 
M . hu tt • law sed in 1836 forbidding the employ-
III 'nt uf hil<Jr(.n untlt r Mlcen years of age in factories unless they. 
h d Illt ·nt!·d hoc)1 at least three months in the year, preceding 
their employl tilt. rn 18so a truant law was enacted, which had 
th . cr~· t of ompul ry law to a large extent. A compulsory 
nit 'ndall . I wwm sed in that state, however, in 18,6, and 
amcnde I in 1852, . 873, and again in 1874 
'rUR U. F. OF WITH AND OF. 
1& fAt IUiflir pl fA~ W"I", .. 
Will 'I \I plCUc n WtT in Ihe CtJlumni of the WEEKLY which of the two 
( IIflwlnlt r.. p' nn I coneer. to he it ick wi/it the chills," (as commonly 
u cd) r" he I iek _j Ih. chili ," ( lAught by a teacher of rhetoric), and 
IIory mueh ohhge con I nl READER. 
1I111.1,MVIl." ..... J.n. 28, .879. 
In wh re u age van ,it is well to follow that which has 
In n lion o( th best "rilers and speakers, though it may not 
I . lllml'n / t "II" either. Tn the instance above referred to, 
h HId Y th ( 1uil1l i taking the place of oj' among good 
ntl ; k ,though oj' is unquestionably the preposition 
rigin I m ning m t nearly expresses the thought in-
nveyed-Ihat of eauu or origl1l. With is used 
In nnner·tion with Ihe n me of an inrlrullulll, and yet denote ; 
a l (J th rcJ lion of (QJI.Jr or 1"(O IlS. 
_rrunit' 'llum nl. 
F R F. M. HARRIS. 
Wilily: 
dllcmm 10 which fide o( Ihe "Mental Arithmetic 
o ( F. M. If . (p. 397 o( WeEKLY No. 99) furnish thtl 
fn n We'll' h 'CCfDe'\( r ofT. the (oltowina as a 8imple solution. His 
pr ble i II' rlntl the ag • III manURe, o( a wife and husband, whose ages 
wcr~ then j 10 s; nd lell ,_ lateT III 7 to 10. 
III Ih if,' c ( her hlQhand'., then we have the proportion 
t "t CI + 10 : 1"1' age + 10 : : 1 : .0 
M le lnll p luct of m /:qual product of extremes (and yet excluding 
all aillebraic I"rm ), 
6 lim H'. age + .00 equals 7 times H'. age + 70. 
8, ri (Ihese IIAlIti ,It easily (ollowl tbat 100 equals 'the hus· 
IlCllHl', age + 70. "hace, hDJh&nd" a,te= JO; and the wife's age must 
then be .8 
( b "e 11_,.. bc n ,I, In (.YO!' of the early and protracted us~ t)f 
Mint I rfthmetlc In CQlftmOil M:hool count, (I). bccause it is the simplest 
lind PI' blythe 0 'y mea of c:uld'l'lting, ta,."" in the life of the student, 
Ih b bit of .c(arate lblnleln,,........a CllCnlial element (in my estimation) of a 
CCYtaJo IIC!\TCC comm It" nee known II "honeaty i" and (2), becauses it 
furnisbes to the scbolar a fair test of bis own intellectual activity, thus. tending 
to cbeck conceit, and in many cases to arouse effort. But if I were obliged 
to believe tbat experienced teacbers bave to resort to such "blind" explima-
tions as those quoted by your correspondent, in order to solve (arithmetically) 
a simple proportion, the opinion above stated would have to be modifIed. 
• GEO. W. BAILEY. 
MT. PI;EASANT ACADEMY, SING SING, N. Y., Jan. 22, 1879. 
70 tlu Editor of the WeekI'll : 
I send you my solution to the question taken from White's Arithmetic, and 
publisbed in No. 99 of the WEEKLY. 
Tbe difference between the ages of man and wife was always the same. 
At the time of maniage it was { of the man's age; 10 years after marriage it 
was !rI of his age. Then { of bis age at the time of marriage must equal ft of 
his age ?t that time plus !rI of 10 years. Hence, the difference between * and 
!rI, or irr. of his age at tbe time of marriage was 3 years. 
A. H. K., WINDSOR, Mo. 
To the Editor of the Weekly: 
I resp ·ctfully submit for F. M. Harris, tbat, since wife's age, divided by 
busband's age, equl1s j} or 1'11 ; and wife's age plus 10, divided by husband's 
age plus ten equals lr;; and since 10 is contained in 7, -frr times; it follows 
that husband's age must be contained in 3, -{r; times. Hence, husband's age 
is 30 years, and wife's age is 18 years. 
Any pupil of .ordinary intelligence c~n be made to see the above solution, 
many will get it for themselves. 
J. A. H OLMES. 
ANSWER TO " O. C. H." 
T!, the Editor of the Wee#y: 
I bave seen no answer to questions of "0. C. H .," in No. 95, so offe( the 
following: 
I. Eternal Wisdom has so decreed tbat the juices of tbe stomach have no 
action on the tissues of living organisms. The reason,-well the reason is 
sometbing else. Let us ask; why does tbe grass grow, or the universe re-
voille? It is this immunity of living matter that enables tbe worm, after the 
germ bas once been introduced, to live and breed his hateful kind in the bu-
man stomach, or tbe bat fly to propagate itself through the intestines of the 
borse. 
2. Tbe feeling of strength and renewal instant on the partaking of food 
is entireiy owing to tbe sympatby of the syst~m with the condition ~ the 
stomach. The weakness we feel wben our usual dinner bour comes witbout 
the dinner is also apparent, not real. You cannot exert five pounds more fprce 
after dinner than you could imme.diately before. You can, as I have done, 
exert yourself three days and two nights, tn bitter cold, without a mouthful of 
food, and still be capable of considerable exertion. So tbe strengtb of a 
satisfied stomacb is simply in tbe feeling. A similar eflect can be produced 
on hungry impecuniosity, by slipping a twerity-dollar piece into his pantaloons 
pocket. Try it. See bow instantly the drooping form will rise erect, head 
square above the shoulders, bosom swell, and all proportions of his manhood 
grow. It is simply fancy. H . N. M. 
BAKER CITY, OREGON, January '9, 1879-
AN EXPLANATION' FOR OTTO PLANCK. 
To the Editor of the Wctkly : 
If Otto Planck will consult Webster's Unabridged, page 1,693 he will see 
that the colon is used as a sign of division and is read "divided by." 
His example 3 will then read, .021 divided by 2, and be will find no diffi-
culty in getting 105 as an answer. He !Day find from any printer that frac-
tions are often printed, the denominator following tbe numerator, because of 
the convenience to the type-setter. His fourtb example will then read, "Prove 
tbat twenty·four seventy·seconds equals one-third. One·third of a unit of 
course. M: 
CHrCAGO, JAN. 31, J87:9. 
EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 
EDUCATION. 
I. . State the pqints to be observed in. constructing a time·table for llIl un-
graded school. 
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2. Whispering and copyitlg iii school. state means of prevention and 
modes of dealing with. 
3. How would you sustain attention .of pupils in class; also attention to 
work at seats? 
4. What means would you adopt to gain parental interest and coopera-
tion-? 
5. Write notes on an object lesson. Choose your object. 
6. What steps would you take to insure the greatest benefits from a dicta-
tion lesson? 
7. Write four questions that you would propose to a class to test their 
knowledge of the four fundamental rules of arithmetic. 
8. State reasons why a teacher should possess a complete set of the text-
books used in his school. 
HYGIENE. 
I. Describe the changes effected on a piece of beef, mixed fat and lean, 
from the time it enters the mouth until it strengthens the arm of the eater. 
2. State expedients for ventilating a school-room, (a) in summer, (b) in 
winter. 
3. Writenotes on the temperature of a school-room. 
4. Write notes on light in the school-room, and the -preservation of the 
eyesight of the pupils. 
5. State what you consider six most important rules of health to be ob-
served by teachers. 
WOMEN AND THE SCHOOLS. 
AN OPEN LETTER TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS A"ND_THE 
U:GISLATORS CONVENED IN GENERAL ASSEMIlLY, GREETING. 
As the one inalienable right of tax· paying, native· born women citizens of 
the United States of America is that of "p~tition," on behalf of many wo-
men citizens of the state of Illinois, the earnest request is hereby presented 
that any and all laws which deprive the state of the voice, vote, and judg-
ment of women upon all questions relating to our public schools and-educa-
tional methods, be promptly repealed. 
We make this appeal without hesitation, since you have already taken the 
initiative steps by an act which became a law July I, 1873, whereby it was 
enacted by the people of the State of Illinois, represented in the General As-
sembly: "That any woman, married or single, at the age of 21 years and 
upward, and po.sessing the qualifications prescribed for men, shall be eligible 
to any office under the general or -special school laws of this state," and be-
cause in ten (or more) counties women are filling acceptably the office of 
county superintendent. Is it not an anomaly in republican jurisprudence 
that women may be eligible to offices of authority and trust, and yet be de-
prived of tbe right of ;11\ elective chOIce of represenf'\tives? 
Furthermore, such legislative action would not be without precedent in our 
national history, since, as you are aware, the states of New Hampshire and 
Minnesota have, by legislative enactment, conferred this right upon theIr 
women citizens. 
We _point with pride to the record of women superintendents of schools in 
our own state, and to the national recognition of woman's quali-ficalion as 
teacher. 
As patriots and defenders of justice, will you consider the question: Since, 
if the education and care of the children is almost exclusively delegated to 
woman in the home and the school-room, would it not be safe and wise to 
allow this experience to crystallize into helpful methods and laws for the state, 
the state being only an aggregation of families? Respectfully, 
ELIZAIJETH BOYNTON HAR BERT. 
EVANSTON, Ill., Jan. 23, 1879. 
ILLINOIS STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 
COMI'ARATIVE EXAMINATION. 
Al the recent meeting of the Illinois State Teachers' Association, a report 
of the results of the competitive examinations of the past year was presented 
by S. H. White, of Peoria. The association ·voted to_ continue the examina-
tions but decided that inasmuch as a formal comparison of results is made, the 
examination should be designated as comparativt instead of a c011.petitivt ex-
amination. 
County schools will be examined in spelling, language, letter-writing. arith-
metic through percentage, and common things. The questions in language 
are designed for pupils below the Fourth Reader. All others will take the 
letter-writing. The exercise on common things is designed to test the gen-
eral knowledge of the pupils. 
Primary departments will be examined in language, writing with pen and 
ink, and in number ·work. 
Intermediate departments will be examined in arithmetic to percentage, 
(not including compound riumbers,) in the geography of North America, and 
in language, including letter-Writing and definition. 
Grammar grades will be examined in arithmetic through percentage, in U. 
S. History to the year 1800; and in grammar. 
All high schools will be examined in algebra to quadratics, and in two of 
the following studies : physical geography, physiology, natural philosophy, and 
higher grammar. Principals of high schools will at once notify H. L. Bolt-
wood of Ottawa in regard to the studies selected. 
The time for holding these examinations will be the same for all grades, 
Friday, Feb. 28. 
All examination papers should be of uniform size for the same school. The 
size recommended by the committee is 8X 10 J4 inches, with a margin of an 
inch and a quarter on the left, and a quarter of an inch on the right. All 
examinations should be written with ink. 
The expense of the examination, except that of printing and distributing 
the questions, must be borne by the several schools. If teachers will provide 
the paper, the cost need not exceed two cents per pupil. The questions for the 
examination will be obtained by the teachers through their county superin-
tendents. 
The best twenty per cent of all the papers from the high schools, and ten 
per cent of the papers of all others, are to be forwarded to the _county super-
intendent within a week of the examination. These papers should not" be 
rolled or folded. 
The experience of those who have taken part in the previous examinations 
has been found very profitable. The schools have been made conscious of 
their own defects, and have been stimulated to do better work. It is hoped 
that every county in the state will be represeeted in the exhibit which is made 
annually at the meeting of the Slate Teachers' A"ociation. It is believed 
that all earnest teachers and superintendents have confidence enough in tbeir 
work and in that of their pupils to have them take part in this examination, 
and thus show just what they can do. -
County superintendents and teachers will confer a favor by seeing that the 
press throughout tbe state gives nolice of tbis examination. . 
JAMES P. SLADE, Springfield. 
HENRY L . BOLTWOOD, Ottawa. 
JOHN TRAINER, Blue-Mound. 
JOHN P. YODER, Danvers. 
SARAH E. RAYMOND, Bloomington. 
LAURA HAGUE, Galesburg. 
MARY JOHNSON, Decatur. 
Co1tlmittu. 
BLOOMINGTON, ILL., Jan. 25, 1879. 
CHICAGO SCHOOLS. 
The Board of Education held a meeting January 30. A resolution was 
adopted directing the superintendent to notify all principals of schools wbere 
steam is used, tbat they must personally take charge of the scholars under 
their care during the hours of recess, and entirely relieve the engineers of 
such duty, as their time should be entirely devoted to the Care of their ap-
paratus. 
The discussion of music, drawing, and German in.the schools again occu-
pied a large part of the time. Mr. English made extended remarks, showing 
the relative amo'unt of time given to these studies, and how much time would 
be gained, and money saved, by dispensing with them all. Mr. Stone wanted 
tbe Board to inform tbe Council tbat German would be removed from the 
scbool studies, and that tberefore no estimate for tbat need be included-in the 
annual estimate of expenses. Mr. Pr.ussing earnestly defended German in 
the schools, and endeavored to show that the scbools bad increased in num-
ber of pupils by reason of tbe introduction of German. 
Bya vote of seven to five, the question was postponed uutil the next llieet-
ing. 
Mr. Prussing, of tbe Committee on German, reported an increase of pupil. 
in German classes in the Washington, Carpenter, Wicker Park, and other 
schools. He also recommended the appointment of a new teacher for the 
Carpenter school. A petition was handed in by the same gentlemen, -largely 
signed by parents of pupils in the Pickard school, asking that German instruc-
tion be added to the course there. The rewmmendation and the petition 
were deferred for future action. 
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N,w-u-Prol. C; B. Palmer. 8late Uruvenlty. Lincoln. 
AIlc"(t.o_Hcary A. Ford. Kalamazoo. 
CHICAGO, FEBRUARY 6.1879. 
THE STATES. 
KAIISA, .- It c.n no lonler be said that Kansu has no educational journal 
puhll hed within III borden. Col. C. F. Forbes, a man of considerable ex-
perience In jnurnall m, hu laued the 6m number of a new monthly, called 
(JII" S'''IHJIJ, It iAWTence. til ,enera) mechanical appearance is first class, 
anti we c.n re dry detect Ihe bllDd of skill IIDd experience in its general 
ma'e.up. It proml~ pWlh and Impro..-ement, though we can hardly see 
wher much of either can be provided (or with only sixty cents as the sub-
.enptl n price. 
• B Wharton, uperintentient of Lyon county, has allO ventured another 
"op In the .. me'dlrection. lie has "buried the Ha/dul," and now flaunts 
T .. , Rdllf lttill1lltllrlln the hreezes of lOIIIhern Kansas. 
The 'OYemor, In his meaage, recommends a legislative appropriation suffi-
cient 10 "build the tale Normal School building at Emporia. 
Ka hu 266,$75 persons of IChool age, lID iDcrease of 33,700 in the 
I year. 
'I,'hfl' are 6,359 leacherw In Kantas. 
There arc 4.5tc1 IChool honses In the stale, valued at 14,052,918. 
'214.379.90 .".. diuributed Jut year (rom the stale RChool fund for school 
Illirpotl , 
AI..., aH'IA.-C. W. Butterfield, in the llttiv"Jily PreJl, gives sketches 
(If lion. E, " Carr and Prof. Chu. H. Allen, from which the followiDg is 
onden d I 
Etl'll •• Carr. M. D., LL. D., wu born iD Stephentown, Rensselaercounty, 
N. V., tot rch 9, 1819. lie rraduated 6nt al the Rensselaer Polytechnic 
School, In Troy, and ... then appointed by the Governor of the slate-
Will m Ii. Seward_ btanl in the ecological survey of New York. 
The drl"ee nf doclM of lIledldDC wa conferred upon him by the CastletoD 
Medical Col/eKe, Vermont, In which institution he was appointed to the 
chair nf cheml ry nd natural hiltory, in 18.p-a position held by hIm eleven 
yea"" Ji'r 11146 to 1850, be lectured alternately in the Castleton aDd Phil-
IlIlphll medical colleees, elylDg two courses annually in each of those insti-
luUCln . In I 53, the reeenll of Ihe Unlvenity of Wisconsin elected Dr. 
Carr temporarily to the chair of chemistry and Datural history, which he de-
I ned, h beinllOOn afler ealled 10 the professorship of chemistry and phar-
mllCY In Ih. Unlycnity f AI ny. Subsequently, he was appointed chem-
I 110 Ihe New ric Stale Aancultural Society. In 1854, h. wa5 invited to 
Ih pro~ hlp o( chemistry and naturd history In the University of Ver-
monl, but declined the offn', be havlne engagements to telch those sciences 
In th ,'lIIle N mW School al Albany, and ID give summer courses of lectures 
in Middlebury Collqe, Vmaonl. Dr. Carr came to Madi:iOn early in 1856, 
and c"nneded with Ihe UOIyersllY of Wisconsin as professor of chernis-
Iry nd natllr.1 h tory (or Iwelye yean. He WllS one of the commissione.s 
IIf lh alai", II loa cal u"'fI1, Dd became a RegeDt of the Universily in 1855, 
"",lnltwl> ye .. r". He.".. eleClet1 a member of the Wisconsin Slat" MedI-
I &lCiety In '856, and wu ill President for two lerms; also acting prdfes-
r o( chemistry In the R h Mcdiea1 Collqe, Chicago, for three years. He 
r ,ned hll chair In the Uniycrtity iD 1868, aDd removed 10 California. In 
1869, II occapyfllf the chair of a,"culture in the newly· organized Uni'-
nnlly o( Ihat.lale and o( medical chemistry in the Toland Medical College 
In n FrandlCo. Hil conneetJon wilh the University terminated at the end 
of I. yean' Nrrice, when he Will elected State Snperintendent of Public In-
.... CIioD 01 CalifornIa, wbleb oftiee he still bolds. 
Charles H. Allen was born ID Mansfield, Tioga county, Penn., Feb II, 18i8. 
He came to Wisconsin to hold a series of teachers' institutes, which had been or-
ganized by Dr. Barnard. Fulfilling successfully the engagement, he was perma 
nently employed in the same work, and in that of examining the normal classes 
in the several institutions of the state. Upon the resignation of Dr. Barnard, as 
Chancellor of the Uiliversityof Wisconsin, Mr. Allen continued his work as 
agent of the Normal Board until called to the Normal department in that institu-
tion, he having conducted, in 1861, a private Normal and High School in Mad_ 
ison. During his summer vacation in 1863. he served his country as Captain in 
the Fortieth Wisconsin Regiment-hundr,ed days' volunteers. In 18"66, he was 
called to take charge of the first Nonnal School ill Wisconsin. opened at 
Platteville, October 9, which position he held for four years, resigning in 1870, 
on account of ill health. He then went to Oregon, where he opened and or-
ganized the Bishop Scott Grammar School, as head master. His health im-
proving, he returned to Wisconsin, and . accepted the position of Insti\ute 
Agent for the Rtgents of the Normal Schools. From that position he was 
. called in 1873 to a Professorship in the State-Normal School of 0ilifornia, 10' 
cated at San Jose. After hlling the position a few months, he was made 
Principal of the school, which position he still holds. As an Institute Con-
ductor and as Principal of Normal Schools, Prof. Allen has been, and is, em-
inently succesSful. 
ILUNOIs.-Next Saturday, before the Cook County Teachers' Association, 
at Bryant and Stratton's hall in Chicago, P. A. Downey, Esq., will present 
some of his inimitable dialec.t readings, to vary the character of the exercises. 
It is understood, of course, that these readings will have an educational hear-
ing (1). Methods of teaching will be presented by Miss Sarah Byrne, and 
an address will be delivered by Dr. W. H. Rider . 
Prof. A. F. Nightingale, principal of the Lake View high school, 
lectures in the high scho,ol hall to· morrow evening on "A Plea for College 
and the Classics," the entire proceeds to be devoted to the establishment of a 
reading room· in connection with the school. 
A singular case at law has occurred at Peoria. Principal Trent, of the 
First District school, was pr .secuted on a charge of assault and battery for 
whipping a boy for disobedience. The Transcript says: "Some of the.evi-
dence was of a rather curious character. The boy swore that he wasn't 
whipped 'by the switch offered in evidence; that he would not have cared for 
such a thing as Ihat. He also swore that he cried and "hollered." So did a 
boy named Eckley, who was present at the whipping. Dr. Hopkins and 
others swore that the switch couldn't have inflicted the bruises exhibited on 
the boy, yet the identity of the switch was fully established, while several of 
the teachers swore very positively that if the boy had made any outcries they 
would have heard the~, which they dId not.. Mr. Trent also swears that he 
made no outcry .. Supt. Dougherty, who pronounced the bruises as apparent-
ly brutal, couldn't reconcile them with the. capacity of the instrument which 
inflicted thew. The defendent himself seemed at a loss to understand how· 
they came about. The question thus insinuates itself, were those bruises "doc-
tored?" ' 
Wm. T . Pulliam, a teacher a few miles west of Tolono, was invited by his 
school to give them a Christmas "ttent," but declined. The inviters there-
upon undertook to 'compel him to comply with their request. The matter led 
to considerable insubordination, for which Pulliam excluced several young 
men from the school, and finally attempted to punish one. One of the di-
rectors also became mixed up in the matter on the side of the boys. On 
Pulliam'S motion, a state's warrant was issued for the director and four boys; 
and for several days the case has been on trial at Champaign. Pulliam has 
also been arrested for assault in attempting punishment. 
L. L. Burrington, for several years principal of the High School Depart-
ment of the Illinois Normal School, has accepted the principalship of Dean 
Academy, Franklin, Ma.<;s., aud' will leave his present position at the clo~e of 
the year. Mr. Burrington is a grariuate of Tufts College, and has become de-
servedly popular during his stay at Normal. Added to his excellent schol-
.arship are a genial, kindly nature, great industry, anri a quiet unobtrusiveness, 
which combine to make him an excellent man for the positIOn which he is to 
assume . . 
Supt. Henderson, of Crawford county, writes us that things are I~oking well 
in his part of the state. The teachers meet every month to discuss methods 
of teaching, government, etc. The county papers have invited teachers to use 
their columns , freely for the advancement of educational interests. The 
WEEKLY is a welcome visitor. 
Mis Wl;St gives a vety favorable report of recent visits to schools in Lynn 
township. Especial mention is made of Miss Westerdale's teaching of Gibb's 
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school as very satisfactory. When districts begin to build such school·houses 
as she describes in the Gale district it seems as though the millennium must 
be approacbing, especially to us who remember the old red school houses. 
MtCHlGAN.-The Regents of tbe University bave asked the Legislature to 
give the institution a new hospital; $2,500 a year for the library; a fire-proof 
building for the museum and library; steam heating apparatus for all the 
buildings, and appropriations of nearly $26,000 to be divided among different 
departments. Ali the colleges of the University are in a prosperous state, 
and the total attendance is now 1,360 students. 
The literary contest 9f the representatives of Kalamazoo, Hillsdale, and 
Adrian colleges occurred at Adrian Jan. 31. , The dec don of tbe judges 
was that Cbarles W. Barber, of Kalamazoo, ranked first in point of thought 
and style. He was presented with Prescott's Conquest of Mexico, in three 
volumes, elegantly bound. Miss uuella Pierce, of Hillsdale, was accorded 
the prize as essayist, the points of superiority being in her familiarity with the 
language of her essay, and in her excellent delivery. Sbe was presented with 
Prince Ferdinand and Isabella, bound in the same style as the other prize. 
The thirteenth semi·annual meeting of the Gratiot County Teachers' Asso· 
ciation was announced to be held at St. Louis last Friday and Saturday. The 
name5 of workers on the program are H.'I. Orwig, Forest Hill; Rev. T. J. 
Willett,St. Louis; Mattie Sturgis, Ithaca; Wallace Comstock; J. A. Wilcox; 
Montie Everden: Newell Leonard; Rev . C . P. Wilson; W. E. Ransom: 
Rev. G. A. Atchinson, Ithaca; Ida E. Cook, PompeIi; Nettie Comstock, 
Ithaca ; Rev . J . R. Savage, Ithaca ; Mrs. A. M. Pratt, 'Elm Hall; S. N. 
Robinson ; :F. W. Hastings ; Rev. S. L. Hamilton; F . E. Payne, Elm Hall; 
Ada Watson, Breckenridge; Rev. O. P. Farnham, and H. R. Pattengill, the 
last of whom is president of the AS'ociation. This program shows the right 
purpose-that of bringing out all the workers as far as possible. It is also 
noticeable that there are six ministers mixed up with the teachers. Would 
that ministers everywhere were as much interested in education as in Gratiot 
county, Mich. 
J NDlANA.- A teachers' reunion is to be held at Logansport Feb. 14, 15. 
Dr. E . E. White, of Pnrdue University; Pres. Jones, of the State Normal 
School; Supt. Smart; H. B. Brown, of Valparaiso, and other distinguished 
educators will be present. Supl. Wilson is hoping that this will be a litlle the 
largest meeting of teachers that has ever been held in Northern Indiana. 
The schools of Muncie have added phonography to their course of study. 
Considerable excitem~nt exists in Winchester, over a fight which occurred 
there Jan. 28, between J. M. Carver, teacher of the public school; and several 
of his boys. Carver was whipping a small boy, when several ,1arge boys as-
saulte~ him with clubs, some of them drawing knives. Tbe ' boys were ex-
pelled by Superintendent Butler, but were immediately reinstated by tbe 
School Board, whereupon Butler and Carver tendered their resignation. 
COLORADO.-On the 14th of Jan., the officers of the state were inaugurated, 
to remain in office for two years. But one of these officials is, his own suc-
cessor, Hon. J. S. S~attuck, Superintendent of Public Instruction. This ,is 
not only a good omen for the educational interests of the state, but, as well, a 
deserved recognition of one of the ablest and purest school officers in the 
country. During his past administration Mr. Shattuck has so advised and 
directed public school affairs, as to make their healthy condition apparent to 
every county in the state. He has kept aloof from political entanglements, 
devoted himself exclusively and entirely to the u'pbuilding of ' public educa-
tion, and to the care of school lands. The county at large will be made to 
realize, ere his present term of office expire s, that Colorado stands as high in 
schools as any other state. People, school officers, and teachers, all hail the 
advent of the Superintendent's second term. We are willing to place him 
alongside his brethren, and are proud to know him to be the peer of any. 
. ' ~ 
IOWA.-Lyons has a Young Men's library that contains 2,756 volumes. 
Tbe summer session of the State Normal Institute will be held at Clear 
Lake. 
Diphtheria prevails to an alarming extent in some parts of the state At 
Greene, in Butler county, the public schools have been closed. 
The last number of Lippincott's Magazine contains a valuable article on 
Numismatics by the Rev. Mr. Bird of Iowa City. 
Some Davenport ladies have organized an industrial school for girls. The 
pupils are taught how to make and mend clothes. The plan is a sensible 
/?ne and it seems to be working excellently. 
A student of the law department of the University-Moung Edwin, a Bur-
mese gentleman, is meeting with success in his lectures throughout the state. 
The salary of Hon. A. S. Welch, President ?f the Agricultural College, is 
$3,100 per annum. 
It is said that in all the Iowa towns where diphtheria and scarlet fever have 
raged the well water is impure. , ' 
"The dIstribution of the rainfall of 1878" was t~e subject of Prof. Hin-
rich's talk to the Slate Horticultural Society. 
Miss Fannie Hollister, a fine reader well. known to many Iowa teachers, was 
married recently to Mr. C. L. Hood, of La Crosse, Wis. 
The following is the Agricultural College calendar for 1879: Opening of 
first term, Monday, March 3; close of term, Thursday, July 3; opening of 
second term, Monday, July 14; close of second term, Wednesday, Novem-
ber 12. 
The sixth contest of the Inter-State , Oratorical Association will be held at 
Iowa City in May. Illinois sends a lady contestant, Miss Emma C. Bnlkley. 
City Supt. H. H. Seerly conducts an educational column in the Oskaloosa 
Herald. 
Marshalltown is preparing plans for a new school building. 
Prof. Leonard of the University says that the mcident of the Indiana man 
being killed by a meteor is not without a parallel. 
The consolidated wisdom of a whole neighborhood is not unfrequently 
found in one persou, known as the justice of the peace, or more familiarly the 
"Squire." The Mont"","a Rtpublican gives the particulars of trial 'of ,Miss 
Maggie Wright, a school teacher; for the punishment of an unruly pupil, before 
one of these worthies. The boy was so unruly and disobedient that somethini: 
had to be done, and the teacher 'gave him a good whipping. There was no 
evidence of undue severity in the punishment, but the wise' 'Squire" thought 
it was severe beyond the prerogative of the teacher. Miss Wright was fined 
three dollars and costs. We would like to embalm the "Squire's" n~me in 
print but the privilege is denied us. 
l'ENSYLVANIA.-Prof. E. A. Angell, vice principal of the State Normal 
School at Shippensburg, has begun the publication of a teacbers' journal, 
called the Normal Monthly Review. It is edited by Miss Delia T. Smith, 
Professor of Grammar, Language, and Literature in the same institution . 
The first four numbers have been received at the office of the WEEKLY, and 
read with interest. 
NEBRASKA.-Mr. Fifield, of Kearney, is steadily improving his uuique 
journal, Literary Notes, and now promises, a slight enlargement on the 15th 
of this month. 
Prin. Curry, of , the State Normal School, says in his report that the two 
years of his connection with that institution have been a pertod of uninter-
rupted prosperity and steady growth on-the part of the school. Total enroll-
ment for 1878. 332; practical teachers, 163;' average age, 19)4 years; coun-
ties represented, 36. This speaks remarkably well for so young a state. 
NEW ENGt.AND.-The Boston University, the only educational institution in 
Massachusetts which admits both young men and young women, has Just 
published its annual report, showing how well he women keep up with the 
men in their studies. In the higher Greek clas5 it is said there are more 
women than men, and the recitations are quite as cre~itabldo the girls as to the 
youths. 
The Boston Latin school for girls has about 90 pupils,- and is going · on 
very prosperou<ly. 
WISCONSIN.-Mr. James MacAlister, of Milwaukee, has been appointed 
Regent of the Normal Schools, in place of Prof. Sherman, resigned. ' 
Rev. Dr. DeKoven, Warden of Racine College, fell upon a slippelY ~ide­
walk last week and fractured one of his limbs. 
At the close of the late County Teachers' Association at Maiden Rock, 
the teachers organized a District Associ~tion . ' A. Rosenberger was elected 
president. The first meeting w.ill ,be held in the Forest Home school house, 
the third Saturday in February. 
A very pleasant and profitable meeting of the Martel Teachers' 
Association was held in the Lauder district, on Saturday, January 
25· As this was the first meeting of the year, new officers were elected as fol-
lows: President, Gavin Lauder; Secretary"Blimch Baird; Committee, Wm. 
Rowley, Blanch Baird, Nettie I saacson. Much valuable information was 
brought out by means of the question box, conducted by Wm. Rowley. The 
Association adjourned to meet in the Stanley distr:ct in thr~ weeks. 
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TOPICAL ANALYSIS . . 
The following are specimen pages from the new edition of 
Weclgwoocl' s 'Topical Analysis, now in press. 
, . Lichens-mosses- alpine shrubs--saxifrages. 
"3· Vertical distribution of plants. 
b. "Between 5,000 ft. and 10,000 ft. served as in 
a. Between sea-level and 5,000 ft. } Conditions ob. 
c. Between 10,000 ft. and J 5,000ft. horizontal dis-
rI. Between 15,000 ft. and 20,000ft. tribution. 
{
Forests. {occur where. 
14· ' Land Regions. Steppes. Depend on what. 
Deserts. Character. 
'5· Marine distribution-character. . 
. r6 . Diffusion of plants. BBY bII?adrine currents. { ~~ ~~~~:: . y If S. ' . By beasts. 
By man. 
r 7. Plants yielding food. 
a. Tropicai climes. 
Vam-
a. Locomotion -wind - marine currents-agency 
man. 
6. Classification of animal. 
a. Radiates. b. Mollusks. C. Articulates. 
brates. 
(In the following, give description of each rlivi . ion anrl 
habitat-habits. ) 
7 . Vertebrates. 
a. Mammalia. 
I. Quadrumana. 2. Carnivora: 
Insectivora. 3. Marsupialia. 
5. Edentata. 6. Pachydermata. 
nantia. 8. Marine mammalia : 
Cetacea. 
b. Birds. 
I. Rapaces. 
linacea. 
2. Scansores. 3· Oscines. 4. Gal_ 
S. Gallatores. 6. Natatores. 
Give description of each suu-division, migra_ 
tory habits. Examples. 
c. Reptiles-Differ from batrachians. 
I. Saurians. 2 . Chelonians. 3. Ophidians. Rice- Durra- Plantain- Bananas- the 
Date-palm- Cocoa-palms- Sago-palms-
Fruit Tree-Mandioc. 
Bread II. Ethnography. 
0. Temperate climes. 
Wheat-Rye-Barley-Oats-Indian Corn-Pota-
toes-Buckwheat. 
c. Polar climes-Food of inhabitants. 
tin the following, tell 1St, Native of what country; 2d, Cultivated where; 
3d, Amounts annually produced; 4th, Anything else you can.) 
18. Plants producing sugar. 
Q . Sugar cane-Sugar maple-Date palm-Beets. 
19· Plants producing beverages. 
20. 
2 r·. 
22. 
a. Tea-Coffee-Cocoa. 
Plants producing spices. 
a. Vanilla-Pepper-Cin~amon-Nutmegs-CI~ves. 
Plants producing medicine. 
a. Peruvian bark-Opium-Rhubaru-Aloes. 
Plants producing narcotics. 
a . Tobacco--Opium-Hemp-Betel-nut-Coca. 
Plants producing clothing. 
a. Cotton-Flax-Hemp. 
Plants produci.ng dyes. 
a. Indigo-Woad-Madder-Brazil-wood-Nicaragua_ 
wood -Orchilla-Weld -Quercitron -Fustic-
Logwood. 
Plants producing Oils-Resins-:-Gums. 
a. Olive-Palm-Cocoanut -Linseed -Hemp -Cot-
ton - Turpt>ntine-Fir-resin-Copal--Gum_Arabic 
-India-rubber. 
SECTION II. 
ANIMAL LI FE. 
1. Animals. 
I. Position in scale of existence. 
2. Comparison with olants. 
3· Fauna and habitat. 
4· Effect of heat, moisture, food, light, upon dlfferept re-
gions. 
5· Diffusion of animals. 
I. Origin of the human race. 
2. Diversities of the human race. 
I. Physical qualiti es. 2 Language. 3. Earliest 
myths and legencls. 4. Historical records 
$. Races of men-Define each and give characteristics. 
a. Caucasian. 
I. Hamitic. 
2. Semitic. 
3. Aryans. 
Ca. ) Celts. 
Irish. Welch. Highland Scotts. 
tons in France. 
(b.) Ancient Greeks. 
(c. ) Ancient Romans. 
Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese, French, 
(Mixed witli German. ) 
(rI. ) Germans. 
German, English, Dutch, 
Danes, Swedes, orwegians. 
(~. ) Slavonians. 
Russians, Poles, Czechs, Croats. 
U) Iranians. 
Persians, Beloor.hes, Afghans. 
( 2. ) Brahmanic Indians-Hindoos. 
b. Mongolian. 
I. Arctic and Turanian groups. 
c. Ethiopian . 
I. Negro-Northern and Southern groups. 
d. Malay. 
I. Malay proper. Polynesian and Negrilo 
~. American. 
I. Give five general rl ivisions of tribes. 
I. Give population of globe, also of the grand disvisions 
posing it; number of each race. 
2. Give history of prominent geographers 
thors of works on this subject. 
3· Give a ge.neral history of civilization from the 
to the present time. 
